Amanda M. Abel

email: amanda.abel@ufl.edu 

phone: (608)630-3084

EDUCATION:

· University of South Florida- Tampa, Florida

· Bachelor of Science, Environmental Science and Policy- Science Track

· Graduated May 2012

· GPA: 3.46

RESEARCH INTERESTS:

· Management of threatened or endangered species, conservation of biodiversity, landscape ecology, habitat fragmentation and how it effects animal dispersal, inbreeding depression, wildlife corridors, natural and artificial boundary effects, reserve design, and birds 

EXPERIENCE:                                                                                                            

· Plant Nursery Salesperson/ Office Assistant, Treemart-Tampa, FL         Feb. 2011-Jun. 2011

                                                                                                                             March 2012-Jul. 2012

·  Intern, Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission-Brooksville, FL              Jan. 2011-May 2011                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

· Waitress, Casa Mexicana-Tampa, FL                                                     Aug. 2008-Sept. 2008                                                           

· Teller, Bank of Evansville-Evansville, WI                                               Sept. 2006-Jul. 2008

SKILLS AND ACHEIVEMENTS

· Dean's List Spring 2010 and Fall 2011

· Bilingual in English and Spanish

· Computer Skills: Microsoft Office, arcGIS, and Adobe Photoshop 

· Field Skills: wildlife identification, point counts, line and belt transect studies, operating a “peeper” and GPS, surveying Red-Cockaded Woodpecker cavity trees, herbicide application, invasive plant removal, aging deer jaw bones, and creating animal activity budgets

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES

· Botanical Gardens Club at USF

· Volunteer at Chinsegut Nature Center (Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission) in Brooksville, FL

INTERNSHIP OVERVIEW

· Organization: Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission

· Supervisors: Annemarie Hammond and Mary Dowdell

· January-June 2011

Assisting Mary Dowdell (Red-Cockaded Woodpecker Biologist) in the Withlacoochee State Park

· Timber stand improvement: cutting down oak undergrowth and applying herbicide to stumps in woodpecker clusters to improve habitat

· Tree prep: preparing longleaf pines with woodpecker cavities for prescribed burns (clearing duff, trimming wiregrass around trees, and scraping bark) 

· Cavity checks: using a peeper and GPS to check the status of cavities before and after breeding season began for an annual population survey

South-Eastern American Kestrel Monitoring

· Box check: using a peeper or ladder to survey the activity of Kestrel boxes in a variety of location for research data on the viability of kestrel boxes in different habitats

Invasive Species Removal

· Removal of Coral Ardisia at Ahochee Hill with a project called “Together Green”, hosted by the Audubon Society

· Rattlebox (Crotaleria) removal in the Withlacoochee State Forest 

Rare Invertebrate Survey

· SLAM and blacklight traps: setting up/taking down traps and collecting samples for research data on the occurrence of rare invertebrate species

Chinsegut Nature Center Maintenance

· Cleaning, taking out trash, filling bird feeders, and other miscellaneous jobs

Public Outreach

· Pioneer day: teaching children about the lifestyles of European settlers in Florida, specifically candle making

· Campfire sing-along: playing violin in the sing-along 

· Envirothon: grading tests for a competition where high school students were asked about environmental subjects

· Half Moon Wildlife Management Area Trail Opening: assisting with grand opening preparation 

· A Night of Bats and Ballads: helping serve food at an event all about bat education

Term Paper

· Red-Cockaded Woodpeckers

· Reproduction and Social Structure

· Foraging and Diet

· Habitat

· Cavities

· Conservation

Calculus II Project

· For this project I used population growth equations and Red-Cockaded Woodpecker population data from the past 11 years to predict future growth of the population in the Citrus Tract of the Withlacoochee State Forest.  This information was then used to predict the time it will take the population to reach carrying capacity for the specific habitat. 

