
Making NATL-east (formerly Surge Wetland) a part of NATL

Below are actions proposed for integrating NATL-east and NATL-west.

Erect corral fences

Extend existing corral fence south to UF Housing compound.

Construct corral fence from UF Housing compound south to Archer Road.  

Establish south entrance to NATL-east across the street from matching entrance to NATL-west.

Seek CITF money for this.

Establish trail 

Establish trail west of central pond from north entrance to south entrance of NATL-east.
Trail will be for foot traffic only

Compose and place signs

At the two entrances, place signs indicating that NATL-east is for academic use only and that indicate that the rules for its use are at http://natl.ifas.ufl.edu/rules.  

At north entrance have “re-direct” sign that succinctly explains that access to this wetland is restricted to protect it and to facilitate its academic use and that the SEEP area in NATL-west is a demonstration wetland to which the public is invited.

Survey and stake 50-meter grid

Extend the grid established in NATL-west and use same naming and staking systems. 

Arrange for Students Geomatics Association to do survey in conjunction with doing maintenance surveying of the grid in NATL-west. 

Make grid-based photographic record in January 2006

Take photographs in the four cardinal directions at each grid stake (as was done in NATL-west in January 1997) 

Because there will be no grid stakes in the central pond, photographs should be taken at specific stations around the pond to record the pond’s features. [Should the same be done for SEEP?]

Erect and populate kiosk

Put kiosk near north entrance but out of sight from entrance. 

Content of kiosk should supplement what is on the NATL-west academic kiosk--e.g., a map of NATL-east, an introduction to its habitats, and rules for use. 

Seek CITF money to pay for kiosk.

Seek reduction of noise from carpentry shop blower

Determine the best means of reducing the noise and attempt to have it implemented.

Erect hurricane fences on east and south

These fences would help prevent trash from blowing or being thrown into NATL-east and would prevent trespassers entering from off-campus

Seek CITF money for this.

Extend NATL’s grid-based soil survey

Expand plant and herp surveys to include NATL-east 

Control trash that comes in from DOT outfalls

Build trash-retaining fence at main outfall.

Work with DOT for other solutions.

Pick up legacy trash

Combine with grand opening of NATL-east?

Provide trash container at kiosk

Remove old fence along north boundary


