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Principal events in restoration of NATL’s upland pine: 1993-date
(This summary and a more detailed account are at http://natl.ifas.ufl.edu/ecosystems/uplandpine.php)

T. J. Walker, 21 Feb 2013
Numbers in brackets are the current survivors of past plantings.

Control of laurel oaks by cutting and girdling began in 1995.  Starting in spring 2000, the herbicide Garlon 3A was applied to new stumps and girdles. Starting in 2006, basal stem spraying with Garlon4 was used to reduce the numbers of laurel oak root sprouts in the Public Area Pine. Starting in 2010, 2% Garlon4 in water with Dyne-Amic surfactant was used as a foliar herbicide on oak sprouts and Smilax.
Public Area Pine =UP Blocks A & B (a.k.a. nPAP & sPAP) 2.9+1.5=4.4 acres
10 Apr 1996
1st controlled burn

May, June 1997
330 wiregrass plugs planted [ca 30]; 460 forb plugs planted
12 Mar 1998
2nd controlled burn

4 Feb 2000
3rd controlled burn

13 Dec 2001
1250 containerized longleaf pines planted [0]

6 Mar 2002
4th controlled burn

May to July 2003
248 1-gal longleaf pines planted [4]

June, July 2003
“Mega-mulcher” levels oak re-growth, stumps, and down wood

18 Feb 2004
5th controlled burn

May, June 2004
295 wiregrass clumps [from PPD] planted
June, July 2004
50 small turkey oaks planted [0]

July 2004
52 “2-m” longleaf pines planted [16]

2 Mar/14 Apr 2005
6th controlled burn
June 2005
50 wiregrass clumps [from PPD] planted
June, July 2005
289 1-gal longleaf pines planted in 48 sets [167] 

Jan 2006
thousands of longleaf seedlings evident
April 2006
130 longleaf seedlings flagged in 65 plots for protection from controlled burn and/or drought [9]

July 2006
600 wiregrass plugs planted
17 Sep 2006
Upland Pine Self-Guided Nature Trail opened to the public
5 Mar 2007
7th controlled burn

July 2007
342 wire grass plugs planted in the 45 north-most sets of 2005 pines

18 Jun 2008
8th controlled burn; nPAP east of UP Nature Trail not burned

July 2008
800 wiregrass plugs planted 
July 2008
Major effort begins, mostly by Ken Prestwich, to eliminate unwanted hardwoods and Smilax using Garlon 4 and mechanical means
2 Jun 2009
9th controlled burn (95% coverage in Block A; 80% in Block B)
July 2009
250 lopsided Indiangrass plugs planted

July 2009
347 wiregrass plugs planted in Block B
Sep 2009
240 wiregrass plugs planted in Block A
2009
Ken Prestwich continues campaign to eliminate unwanted hardwoods and Smilax
28 Apr 2010
10th controlled burn (100% coverage)

30 Jun-30 Aug 2010
250 lopsided Indiangrass plugs and 2000 wiregrass plugs planted
July 2010
1000 wiregrass plugs planted in Blocks A&B.

Aug 2010
200 wiregrass plugs planted in Block A; 600 in Block B.
July, Aug 2011
1000 wiregrass plugs planted in Block A and 1000 planted in Block B 
24 Apr 2012: 
11th controlled burn (Block A east of UP Nature Trail not burned )

Restricted Area Pine =UP Blocks C, D, E    (5.0+2.7+1.0=8.7 acres)
(Block C a.k.a. nRAP & Prestwich Tract; Blocks D & E a.k.a. sRAP-w & sRAP-e)
Blocks C and D
16 Mar 1999
1st controlled burn (poor and very spotty; Block D only)

13 Dec 2001
1125 containerized longleaf pines planted [0]

June, July 2003
oak re-growth, stumps, and down wood reduced to mulch by Fla Div. Forestry machine
18 Feb 2004
2nd controlled burn (poor and spotty)
July, Aug 2004
500 wiregrass plugs planted
2 Mar 2005
3rd controlled burn (spotty)
July 2005
500 wiregrass plugs planted
Jan 2006
hundreds of longleaf seedlings evident
Feb 2006
131 longleaf seedlings flagged at 24 sites for protection from controlled burn and/or drought [0]
May 2006
313 container-grown small longleafs planted at 38 sites [0]
July 2006
400 wiregrass plugs planted
Aug 2006
20 1-gal longleaf pines planted at 14 sites [0]

Oct 2006
undergrowth reduced to mulch by Fla Div Forestry machine while avoiding 135 flagged small pines at 60 sites
5 Mar 2007
4th controlled burn (Block C only)
27 Jun, 6 Jul 2007
742 2nd-year containerized longleaf pines planted in Block C [0]
14 Jul 2007
1000 containerized longleaf pines planted in Block C [0]
14 Jul 2007
630 wiregrass plugs planted in Block C.
8 Aug 2007
1st summer burn (Block D only and only in a few places, where fire would carry)
11 Apr 2008
Controlled burn of C&D attempted but with no success except in spots in C
18 Jun 2008
Controlled burn of Block C (successful; helped by bush-hogging shortly before)
July 2008
1200 wiregrass plugs planted in nRAP.
Dec 2008
Block C and all but south extreme of Block D bush-hogged
March 2009
Rest of Block D bush-hogged or cut to knee-high with a machete

2 Jun 2009
Controlled burn of Block C (60% coverage)
June 2009
All but south extreme of Block D bush-hogged

28 Apr 2010
Controlled burn of Block C(~60%) and Block D (~10%)
1 Dec 2010
All of Block D and rough eastern portion of Block C bushhogged by SFRC
during 2010
Ken Prestwich uses 2% triclopyr as foliar herbicide on oaks and Smilax, in both PAP and RAP and especially in Block C (the Prestwich tract)
Jan-Apr 2011
extensive preparation for controlled burn but no burn accomplished

24 Sep 2011
400 wiregrass plugs planted in Block C.
18 Dec 2012
Block D bush-hogged close to the ground

3 Jan 2013
About 1/3 of Block C mistakenly bush-hogged (again, close to the ground)

Block E

March 2008
First cutting and girdling of unwanted hardwood in Block E

April 2009
Many of the larger unwanted hardwoods in Block E girdled

4-12 Mar 2011
Ken Prestwich works in Block E preparing it for burning by moving logs
22 Dec 2011
Block E prepared by clearing brush and logs from the bases of big pines and by making downed trees more favorable for controlled burning
Jan-Feb 2013
Fallen trees cut into sections and moved to edge of Block E for PPD pick up
