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Three species of Tabanids were trapped during the 2012 field season: Chrysops 

fuliginosus “inland,” C. dimmocki and Diachlorus ferrugatus. Trap numbers were considerably 

lower than expected, however this was common throughout the state of Florida and throughout 

the entire SE, presumably due to the unusually dry winter. As a result, we would like to continue 

the study through 2013. We caught 10 specimens of C. fuliginosus “inland” which has an earlier 

flight time that previously thought, and as a result we plan to have the traps up and running by 

February 1
st
, 2013 to increase catch numbers.  

 We have trapped what we suspect to be an undescribed Chrysops species. We are 

currently in the process of gene sequencing our specimens, as well as the species group, to 

determine if this is a new species or simply a morphological variant of an already known species.   

 In addition to Tabanids, several thousand mosquitoes were caught in both trap 

orientations. Approximately 30,000 individual mosquitoes were caught with a total of 27 

different species in seven genera. Population dynamics were normal until Tropcial Storm 

Debbie, immediately after which ~20,000 individuals were trapped within 24 hours. The vast 

majority of mosquitoes trapped after Debbie were Culex nigripalpus which is a significant West 

Nile virus vector in Florida.   

 Some interesting captures include Aedes aegypti, which is thought to be mostly absent in 

localities north of Tampa and central Florida, and Culex coronator which is a fairly recent 

invasive species to Florida and has never been officially recorded from Alachua Co. Reports and 

numbers were sent to Vero Beach. Bloodfed mosquitoes have been collected and frozen for 

future bloodmeal analysis.  

 Traps were removed early in 2012 because of low Tabanid catches. The NOAA predicts 

a wet 2012-2013 winter for Florida which will theoretically return populations to normal, 

allowing for a complete trapping season in 2013.  


