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Two species of Tabanids were trapped during the 2013 field season: Tabanus lineola and 

Diachlorus ferrugatus. Trap numbers were considerably lower than expected with only two 

specimens trapped, however this was fairly common at different locations throughout the state of 

Florida, presumably due to the unusual amount of freezing spring temperatures. We caught one 

specimens of T. lineola, though more were visually spotted in the area, and only one specimen of 

Diachlorus ferrugatus which is quite unexpected, as several people reported higher numbers 

around the state.  

 The goal of our 2013 season was to increase our number of Chrysops fuliginosus “inland” 

for additional molecular work. In 2012, C. fuliginosus was fairly common; however in 2013 we 

did not catch a single specimen.  

 In addition to Tabanids, several mosquitoes were caught in both trap orientations. In 2012 

we trapped approximately 30,000 individual mosquitoes, with 27 different species in seven 

genera. In 2013, we trapped 4451 individual mosquitoes, with 25 different species from six 

genera. Much of this discrepancy can be attributed to rainfall patterns. Approximately 66% of 

our trap captures in 2012 came the week after Tropical Storm Debbie. We have not experienced 

any major tropical weather patterns in 2013. Some of the differing species between years were 

Aedes canadensis canadensis, Ae. fulvus pallens, Ae. mitchellae, Culex territans and Cx. 

restuans. An interesting shift from 2012 to 2013 is the prevalence of Ae. dupreii. None were 

caught in 2012, whereas populations were much higher in 2013, with 262 total caught.  

 Aedes aegypti was once again trapped, suggesting there is a small breeding population in 

NATL. Culex coronator was also trapped in notable numbers, and has become the dominant 

Culex species in some habitats in and around Gainesville. The dominant species in NATL is Cx. 

nigripalpus, which was also the case in 2012. Bloodfed mosquitoes have been collected and 

frozen for future bloodmeal analysis.  

 Traps were removed early in September of 2013 because of low Tabanid catches.  


