
 
 

Fall 2010 meeting of the Natural Area Advisory Committee  
  
10 September 2010, NATL academic pavilion, 4:00 - 5:05 pm  
Recorded by Lary Reeves 
  
In attendance:  

Dan Fitzpatrick (NATL Vice-chair, ENSO, Dept. of Entomology) 

Elizabeth Wells (NATL Undergraduate TA) 

Erick Smith (Friend of NATL) 

Jaret Daniels (NATL Chair, McGuire Center, McGuire, FLMNH) 

Lary Reeves (NATL Graduate TA) 

Stephen Holland (Tourism, Recreation and Sports Management) 

Tom Walker (NATL administrative assistant, Dept. of Entomology) 

 

4:00 PM 

 

1. Introductions 

 New NATL graduate TA: Lary Reeves; Undergraduate TA: Elizabeth Wells 
 New NATL Vice-Chair: Dan Fitzpatrick (ENY) 
2. Acknowledgements 

Recognition of past NATL Graduate TA: Geoff Gallice; currently working on 
his research in Ecuador 

3. Graduate TA Report (Lary Reeves) 
 Summary of current projects and developments in NATL 

Nature trails: New plant identification photosigns put in place; 
continuation of general trail maintenance; adoption of trail sequences 
(Appendix B) as a means of simplifying routine trail maintenance and 
upgrades 
Wiregrass: Over the course of the summer, 2,000 wiregrass plugs 
were planted in the upland pine habitat, along with 250 lopsided 
indiangrass. Thanks to Lary Reeves, Ken Prestwich, Dan Fitzpatrick, 
Jaret Daniels, Tom Walker, Elizabeth Wells, Mathew Stanbridge, and 
Roxanne Wagner. 
Alligator Warning Sign: Today (15 Sept.), the latest batch of new 
interpretive signs arrived from ColorReflections. Included in the batch 
is a new, striking alligator warning sign, which will be put in place on 
the SEEP nature trail, near the pavilion.   

4. Mini-Grants Updates 
Wading birds and treefrogs: The students of Susan Jacobson have 
developed two new 3x4’ interpretive signs, describing the tree frogs and 
wading birds of NATL. Both are in the final stages of production and will be 
included in the next batch of signs sent out to ColorReflections. 
Cuban treefrogs: No Cuban treefrogs have been reported in NATL since last 
winter’s freezes. As a result, Michael Granatosky’s Cuban treefrog study  
(Removal and diet of the non-indigenous Cuban treefrog) had to be altered. 
Currently, the project is focused on monitoring PVC pipes that Mike put in 



 
 

place to attract treefrogs. We are currently awaiting a mid-semester report 
from Michael Granatosky and are expecting a final report.  

5. New gridmaps 
New and updated gridmaps have been created by Bob Guggenheim, under 
the supervision of Tom Walker (Appendix D and E). Updated gridmaps are 
more accurate and correct problems with the placement of the grid in 
previous versions.  

6. Arrival of new wayfinding signs 
ColorReflections has sent 50 new brown and white wayfinding signs which 
will replace the old, tattered green and white ones. They will be installed this 
following week. 

7. Trailmaster update 
The trailmaster people counter placed at the Cultural Plaza entrance has 
provided needed data on NATL use. However, multiple issues with the 
hardware and software have arisen, including a shorter the expected battery 
life and calibration issues. The unit’s worth has been a challenge to assess. 
Once we have a better understanding of the unit, a decision will be made on 
whether it is worth purchasing a second. Data generated by the trailmaster in 
July is attached (Appendix F). 

8. Bobwhite release 
In early June, Ken Prestwich and Tom Walker released 20 bobwhites into 
NATL. Until 24 August, their calls were often heard along with a handful of 
sightings (Appendix G). The bobwhites released were obtained from a 
captive colony. These reared individuals are unlikely to establish a viable 
colony in NATL. The potential for using wild individuals for future releases 
was discussed.  

9. Upland pine restoration  
Over the past growing season, 2,000 wiregrass and  
250 lopsided indiangrass plugs were planted. Leda Kobizar and Alan Long 
met with Ken Prestwich, Tom Walker and Lary Reeves in August to discuss 
burn possibilities in NATL. Alan has retired and Leda intends to use burns in 
NATL’s upland pine to demonstrate burn differences to her classes. Use of 
restricted area burns as teaching tools should prove to be a good addition to 
NATL.  

10. NAP Gully  
The storm water-created gully in the Natural Area Park is to be filled at the 
beginning of the following week. Fixing the gully will be a joint project of 
NAAC, PPD and the Cultural Plaza.  The NAAC and the Cultural Plaza will each 
contribute $380 to pay for clay fill and sod. PPD will provide the labor, a large 
pipe and a concrete drop box.  

11. Invasives  
Since 2008, Bob Guggenheim has been charged with invasive control in 
NATL. However, because of a knee injury, he has recently had to resign from 
the position.  



 
 

Cogon grass: In 2009, 36 problem areas were identified, and more than 
1,200 patches of the plant were treated. As of August 2010 only 2 patches (2 
plants) remained (and were treated).  
Skunk Vine: 2 original infested areas with 125 patches were treated in 2009. 
As of August 2010, none were found. 
Coral Ardisia: In 2009 ~1,500 plants were pulled up. Since then, 316 were  
discovered (and removed). Removal continues to be a challenge with 
upcoming control measures planned. Sites where Ardisia occurs have been 
mapped and staked with pink flagging. Erick Smith assisted with Ardisia 
control by providing the recipe for an effective herbicidal spray and has 
offered to assist on future control efforts. 
Guinea grass: Discovered in 2009 and has been an issue in the upland pine 
habitat. Fortunately, the plant is easily pulled up.  

12. Fiscal Plan  
See attachments for summary (Appendices H, I, J). The minigrant offer has 
been delayed until the availability of funds is more certain. It will be prudent 
to keep $1,000 reserved for invasive control. Additionally, the reliability of 
the Trailmaster unit is still being evaluated. If it is deemed useful, additional  
units may be purchased.  

5:05PM Meeting adjourns 

 



 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



NATL Fiscal Plan for FY 2010-11
7 Sep 2010 draft

Funds available for 2010-11 (excluding stipend for Graduate TA*)
Brought forward from 2009-10 1473

Projected income for 2009-10
Provost 2100
NATL endowment 4256 amount based on 1st quarterly payment for FY 2010-11

Sum 6356

Grand Total $7,829

Spending plan for 2010-11

Budgeted
New wayfinding signs for NATL 900
Elizabeth Wells 1050
Bob Guggenheim 540 July 1 to Sept 30 (originally to be until Nov. 30) 
Elimination of NAP gully 380 needs NAAC approval
Routine expenses 2000 based on expenditures during last two FYs
Minigrant 500 delay offering until needed funds are more certain
TrailMaster unit 300 test of first unit incomplete; delay until needed funds are certain

Sum 5670

Reserved (and possible need and uses) 2159
non-work-study UG TA ($2400 more) would cover the last 3/4 of the fiscal year
2nd new TrailMaster Unit ($300)
2nd Minigrant ($500)
NATL-e development ($500)
invasive control ($1000)

Grand Total $7,829

* The CALS dean will pay the stipend of the NATL
Graduate Teaching Assistant (ca. $21,000) is "ca $21,000" now too low?
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Appendix J: 2010-11 Fiscal Plan




