
Proposed improvements for NATL-west (=original NATL)

The Natural Area Advisory Committee has recommended the following improvements for NATL-west. [Extracted from Appendix C of http://natl.ifas.ufl.edu/NATLmanage.pdf.]

1. Develop an entrance to NATL from the Cultural Plaza.

The September 2001 Cultural Plaza Master Plan (http://natl.ifas.ufl.edu/CPmasterplan.htm) proposed an inviting new entrance to NATL positioned between Powell Hall and the Phillips Center.  A subcommittee of the 34th Street Committee is currently working to revise the 2001 Cultural Plaza Master Plan with the intent of making the revised plan part of the 2005 update of the Campus Master Plan..  The subcommittee should arrive at its plan for the new entrance to NATL during Spring Semester 2005.  Tom Walker is a member of the subcommittee.

2. Develop a self-guided nature trail between Natural Area Park and the main entrance to NATL from the Cultural Plaza.

This was part of the conceptual plan for NATL’s public area approved by NAAC in April 2000 (see http://natl.ifas.ufl.edu/PubAreaPlan.jpg).

3. Build a boardwalk and observation platforms to improve access to SEEP. 

This was part of the conceptual plan for NATL’s public area approved by NAAC in April 2000 (see http://natl.ifas.ufl.edu/PubAreaPlan.jpg).

4. Erect a six-foot-high chain-link fence on boundaries of NATL where vagrants are likely to enter and where NATL fronts on commercial establishments or apartment complexes.

The current boundaries that qualify front on (1) SW 34th Street between the DPI compound and Regency Oaks, (2) the Regency Oaks apartment complex, (3) the Archer Woods Complex, and (4) the Classic Car Wash and Auto Insurance World properties.  If Surge Wetland is added to NATL, its boundaries with Archer Road and with the Emmer property would qualify.

5. Erect corral fencing where NATL’s boundaries are within campus and visible from Natural Area/Surge Area Drive.

If the revised boundaries proposed for the NATL and Surge Wetland conservation areas (http://natl.ifas.ufl.edu/NATL_P1&P2.htm ) become part of the 2005-2015 Campus Master Plan, additional corral fencing should be erected along Natural Area/Surge Area Drive to make these new boundaries evident.  Additional corral fencing east of the Drive would be required if Surge Wetland is added to NATL.

6. Erect field fencing where NATL’s boundaries are within campus but not visible from Natural Area/Surge Area Drive.

If the revised boundaries proposed for the NATL and Surge Wetland conservation areas (http://natl.ifas.ufl.edu/NATL_P1&P2.htm ) become part of the 2005-2015 Campus Master Plan, new field fencing will be required to make evident the boundaries between NATL and the Surge Area.  Additional field fencing east of the Drive would be required if Surge Wetland is added to NATL.

7. Install a weir to regulate water flow between the fore-bay and the remainder of SEEP.

The weir was part of the original plan for SEEP but has yet to be installed.

8. Erect noise barriers where NATL fronts on loud machinery.

The car vacuum at the Classic Car Wash and the air conditioning unit at DPI’s fly-rearing facility are noisy and next to NATL’s boundary.

9. Complete a wax myrtle hedge to visually shield NATL’s public area from the DPI compound.

This hedge was started in 1999 and added to in 2002.  It lacks about 50 plants of being complete.

10. Label additional trees in Natural Area Park.

The 12 additional native species of trees recently planted in Natural Area Park should be labeled to help Park users learn to identify native trees.

11. Establish a place to store NATL-related equipment and fluids that is conveniently close to NATL.

NAAC has tools, hose, sprayer, chain saw, chain-saw fuel and oil, and herbicides that should be stored near NATL.


