
 

Quercus hemisphaerica (Fagaceae) 
Identification: Laurel oak leaves are 
smooth and limber, and shiny on both 
sides.  Their shape varies, especially on 
saplings and in the shade. 
 

Notes: Suppression of fire from the 
1940’s until the start of NATL allowed 
this species to thrive and to curtail the 
reproduction of longleaf pine. 


