
Natural Area Drive
Gainesville, FL 32611

Guidelines
NATL consists of two tracts of land divided by Natural Area
Drive (see map). It is open to visitors during daylight hours
every day of the year. When you visit, please keep your pets
leashed at all times and do not disturb the wildlife. Additional
rules for using NATL can be found on our website.

@natl.uf@UFNATL @NATL.UF
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FOUR
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Volunteer

U P L A N D  P I N E
Upland pine forests are characterized by well-drained
soils and they respond positively to fire. Over time, the
absence of fire suppresses and degrades these
forests. Plant communities in a healthy upland pine are
a diverse mix of grasses and forbs. The overstory is
sparse and dominated by longleaf pine and pyrophilic
oaks trees. Long term restoration of this community at
NATL is now underway. Contact us to help!

Upland hardwood communities frequently occur
along lakes, streams, and swamps on mesic soils.
A healthy hardwood forest contains a diverse
overstory of white oaks and hickories. In the past,
upland hardwood forests in Florida were logged for
valuable tree species. These forests are especially
hospitable to exotic plant species. If left
unmanaged, exotic species that become
established in upland hardwood forests can
degrade these communities.

W E T L A N D S
Wetland communities are defined by hydric soils
that allow for permanent or seasonal water
inundation. NATL's Stormwater Ecological
Enhancement Project (SEEP) was implemented to
improve water quality, enhance biodiversity and
aesthetics, while increasing stormwater capacity. In
1999, the UF Wetlands Club planted native wetland
species characteristic of the diverse hydrological
cycles created by the re-contouring.

Old-fields are areas that are allowed to grow with
little agricultural intervention. Over time, the fields
become dominated by different arrangements of
short-lived ruderal plants which vary by land use
history and when land disturbances occur. There
are three old-field plots at NATL and each are
cleared at three different time intervals to encourage
variation in ruderal communities and prevent the
fields from transitioning to a closed forest.

H I S T O R Y
In May 1993, urbanization at the southwest corner of
campus sparked the formation of a 15-person 

U P L A N D  H A R D W O O D S

O L D - F I E L D S

person planning
group. This
group drafted a
proposal to
have what is
now NATL
designated as 
a conservation
area. 

Audio Tours
Interested in learning more about
the four plant communities found
in NATL? Scan the QR code for a
unique audio tour experience!

Want to volunteer in NATL?
Signup for our email mailing list
to be notified of upcoming
events and opportunities!


